Abraham Hornback "A PATRIOT'S STORY"

Abraham served under General Washington. He enlisted at the
age of fifteen years and was a Private in Captain Able
Westfalla€™s Co. 8th Virginia Regiment which was
commanded by Colonel Abraham Bowman. His enlistment date
was February 6, year not shown for a period of two years. His
name ftrst appears on Company payroll May 25, 1777 to April
20, 1777. He was detached July 1777 to Captain Knows
Company. Colonel Daniel Morgana€™s Rifle Regiment,
Continental Troops, and his nome last appears on an undated
payroll of a part of that Company covering that period for
December 1777, Jamuwory and part of February, 1778, This made
his time of service a total of twwo and one half years at ime of
his discharge. He was paid off at Romney, County seat aof
Hampshire County, Virginia at which ime he was a private.

"DAR Paitriot Index, "Tllinois State Archives ITonor Roll”,
"NSDAR Report”, "Tllinois DAR Report”, "History of Menard
and Mason Counties, Illinois, published in 1874, page 729", State
Historical Register Vol, 22, page 56. Rev. Soldiers of VA., Va.
State Library Repor! Vol, 8, page 226, Pension record Wioi120
on file DAR Library. War Department Adj. Generals Office,
Washingiton, D.C.", National Numbers - No. 206852 & 266889 ",
"Revolutionary Soldiers buried in Menard County, Illinois",
iand "Selected Menard Co, IHinois Cemetery Inscriptions-
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Elzoheth Trurmbo & Alvafhon Hovnehoek

Abrahom Hornback (1707-1833)
Elizabeth Trimbe (1773-1810)

Abroham Hornback — son of Simon Horehack and Margarer
Afkire (see above) — wos bhoro one 20 Ocloeher 1700 in ITampshire
County, West ¥irginie, (See map ahove.) Abraliom was Wortha
ITorrboek s grortdfotfrer, andd e woould playf e rnportoned role
in her life.

Abraham endisted in the Armgy iofren e was obour fifteen years
el wipe, porticipobing in the Americon Revolulionory Wore. e
s a privaie in Captoin Abel Westfoll's eornponyy. Srh Virginia
Regirmend, commaonded by Colvnel Abvrahuam Bowmen, e
cnfizted on & Feb 1770 for hoo yeors, His nome first appears on
e company payroll covering Dre period o 25 Mol 1776 Lo
ao April ivrrr e was detached i July, 1777, to Captain Knox's
cormparty, Colonel Danic! Morgan's Bifle Regimernd, Continenio!
Troogrs. His noemre last oppears on an undated pogroll of & paf
of that company covertnig the period for December 1777,
Jantneary ond part af Fehroory, 1778, shoaeing Hae of seroice s
tiea and ene-halfmonths as discharged. He waos among the
strlcliery poid off wl Romey, Uoe corly seol of TTompshire
County, West Virginio.

Sownelimie gfier the close of e war, probobly orownd 2784,
Ahrohom geconmpoenied his father ond nrother, Sinman ond



Muorgaret, to the new fronfer — wlrel wondd e day become
Kentircky.
Abrwvern HTornboeck and Elbcabelle Tromdo were rmorried in
Hourbon County, Kenlucky. on 16 August 1797, Ahroahoen: weas 30
poeors old, Elizabeth wnas 18, She had been born on 12 Februory
L7ma i Meerefield, ITurdy Coonly, West Virginiu, and wos Lhe
dowghiter of Andvew Trumtho 8r. ond Marrgaret Kate Hamess.
(Sec the Trumbos and the Hornesses, )
Abralvcerm ared Effeabeth woere ypical pioneers, moeing from one
ceundy to arodher, raistng fobacen and stuggling for a Being
along the fronticr. Their home was in the wildermess;: the rip
Jroren ¥irgineie Lo Kerlncky ooos fufl of recengyy doregrers, e Ao Do
he inade with axen-draem ivagons ond on horsehock, The
Hormbacks cvidently drvifted abour for some fme ofter arriving
in Kenbuekpr.

Nine cltildven ware born ta Abralam and Elizaberh in

Kemnduweky. They weres

1. sMavgoret “Peggy™ b 6 Feb 171, Horeied Ase Conterbarry in
1808 vr 1809 in Aberdeen, Brown, (e, . 8Jol 1857 ir
Carlrall, Saigorror, IHineis

2. sDarthy “Dollie” b 14 Feb 1704 in Bourhon Cowedy,
Kenlucky. Married Waller I Brocken one 28 Oel 1812 in Boll,
KY.d. ART 1818 at Both, KY

F. vdofme b g3 Feb rmo8 in Bourbon Coundy, KY. Morried ARgodl]
Brocken tn 1848 in Boath, KY, d. 2 Dec 1857 al Pelershieg,
Menard, [HHwrois



4. s tewge (aka Jefn} b 5 Dee vy at Montgomery, KY. Mareied
Effzabath Brooken on ¢ Dec 82y in Bath, KY. d. ABT 1845,

S cMortha “Podsg™ b 29 Noo 1804 in Molgoentery, KY, Married
Clisoh Bradley o 2 Auy 1824 tn Balle, KY. . 10 Dee 1894 in
Merond, 10,

i eMary Kizabeth “Polly™ b, 28 Mo 1803

7. =Airdew Trumibo b 28 Apr t8o7 in Montgoinary. K.
Marrried Woaltalo Povell on 17 Feb 182 i Sangoemon. T,
Secord wergfe was Jemimea Circkomose, o, 20 Jii 1803 i
FPelersbory, Menord, 1L,

N, «Tubitha b. 20 Yep 18508 tn Montgonery, KY. Moarried Jolo S,
Rembfor on oo Ot 18ag iz Sengoaireat, TR d. 27 Jan 1872 at
Sigourney, Keokuk, T4.

4. =Eltzabeth b, ART 1810 o, ot hirth

i, The hoardships of froadfer B wnd many pregroncies Dook
ths Eell one KlLecehetly, anzd shee died ol the age af 37 in
Septemmher of 1X 10 it is prossible that she died giving breh to
i gird olso named Eftraberh infio also died. Abrahom was laft
eifh eiglet cfiifdren, woregivng B age fromm T fo gineleen, The
oldest dovglter. Peggy, hod already mmoreied, Dol 15-gear-old
Dhellie moy hoave luken over soume of e molher's dulies — wl
least until her father vemarited.

7.

Abont o year after Kliabeth's death, Abrahom Horihback

inarried Elizabelh "Uelsy™ Mappen Brovken on 20 Sep 1811 in

Bullh Co. Kernducky., Belsg Moppen wos Lhe widow of Rubert

Brocken, wle hod Doch o good friend af Al 's artd hod

diedd o 20 Apg 1806, The Brackens ad agcoompanied Hie



Hornbacks firom Virginia to Kentucky. These fivo fomilics
rexnrained close o three of Abvohom's children_fron his first
mrarriigge wetld ofso ey info the Bracken fonily: FAs
deiegfiler, Darrodhy, wowld moereg Waller I Bracken: his son
Jodut would morry Abigail "Abby " Bracken: and s son Jesse
would marry Elizabetht Bracken.

Ky 1825, Kentucky was becoming mare settled ond the new
Hlinmis tenvitory wos being opened forr settiermment. No doubt
stories of the possthilities aof the new district reached Abrofien
artd his wife. and cerleinly Kenloncky wos Decomeng sier os
rrare end more cane (o e arec following the end of e
Revolutionary Waor. In the fall af 1825, the Hornback/Brocken
clons were packed ond on their way. Their destination was
Hovmmeh Jofmason 'y cobim at Indion Poirt, Hieois, [AOTR: Vo
Indion Point, fllinois, con be fiwnd odoay. Sengaanon Coonrby is
the area where Lhey seliled aid Mererd Coownly was everel ol
creafed fom o portion of Sangamon Countyy. The Hornbook
COemetery was located in Menoard County b did not become
Menvanrd Cownrty until 15 Fefnwary 1830, affter Abralam's death. |

Theey weend n forr horse-wagons and woere TRricly degps on Liee
road, reaching Indian Point on 22 Ocl 1825. They used Lhe
wagons ta carry their supplics and houschold goods, but the
mren, wnne? and chiildren either walked behind the wagaons or
roile hevsehoack, Three of the oxen yokes used in the inoane

renined in the possession of the fumily for many yeors.,



The cureeon was lorge becanse findiany — "l woeald come o
gt Foodd veered shod b ey oot (07 — were sTHT rremcraes, “The
rraveling pariy kiled deer ond other wildfife for food, onoe
stghitiing 57 deer at oaree. Twrkeys ond weidd geese were plentifl,
Low, They fought mosgoiloes., god Ties, horse lies. and
rotilcernakes, Horse fTies iore somctimes so Hhiick il Hhe stock
rowld not srtay om the praires in the doy fne. After a drizzly,
cloudy doy, ivhen the sim came out warme, a person could not
ricle ffovee mriles il fond killirg o Rorse. The horses Ruod Do feed
ool rigpht cenedd [ piorccers fuoreled e in B inoeneng. The reen
alwairs corried o stick whife fivndng the orses, ond soimefimes
killed fowe or fre rottlesnakes duning the moraing. ™
*“They Rad ol a0 dellar with them, Bod woould someliines work
Jor poay or for food, Theg Ausked eorn and gol Do bushels fora
daiy s ok, Ar thar e, o cow woild sell for $7oo0, o oclf for o
doflar. Pork wos a cent o pownd; corie was fve centz a
bushel, Dodler wos ffoe cends o pownd and egys were Jonr cenls
w dozedt. orses sold for 830 or §40, colls were 56,7
The hordest yeor they experienoed wwas 1850, Hie pear nfﬂm
deep snume. (See Post and present of Menard Coanety, [Tz,
pruge 24, for a deseriplion of this blicad ) M slorted snoing
beluceednt Cheislines and Neow Yeors ard they "neeer sooo e s
rroit the mroon shine for go days omd nights.” They brought theie
ey, Hhiree eye sheep with lamhbs, a sow and eight pigs, into the
Towse with thein, The funly sphsisted om corn pounded inoo
ereovebor, o cooked fre Dye ared moosfeed woed reocele Inelo breoad,

Their 18 x 2o oaln wanbd hoee s inchoag of suoms /i §F eocl



mevning annd all the Rickory wood they coudd barmr aoould not
melt it off” Abvahoom was 609 years ofd, iz porngest ohild,
Tabiile, e y=-Loooe geoars obd and mierried e prepions geor.
At thix tivne, however, al least one of his dowghters — Tis
wnmmarried child Mory Efizabeth "Polly” — fived with him os
well as fer olebld, Mortfo CADrclvert s grorsddotigfuler ),

Abroham Hornback dicd in Menord County, Jilinois. on 2o Jan
1833, Jusl Lhree gears after HRul lerrible winter: e ious 72 yeurs
old. He was the first Hoboack to be buried in the Hornhook
Cemetery. It is reported thot Abrahom fued one fime Rilled o
cdeer in Dhe Limbrer cohere the Hornbuck Cemnelery s
erenrtually estohlished ond he stated thaot Re udsted to be burvied



there. He apparently laid out the area before he died. “Graham
and Center made the coffin for Abraham for $18.00 and Dr.
John Allen of New Salem was the attending physician; his fee
amounted to $22.00.”

“Betsy” Mappen, Abraham's second wife, died on 13 Aug 1856,
twenty-three years later. She is buried beside him. They are in
the far southeast corner where two monuments bear their
names. Hornback Cemetery, if it can still be found, is about five

miles east of Petersburg, Illinois, one-half mile off State Route

123,
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ntestate ¥ Abrahom Hornback
Abraham Hornback died intestate (withont o will)

Affidavit of Decease- ElizabethHornback, Athens, Tllinois swore
that Abraham Hornback died intestate 25 January 1833.
Elizabeth Braecken, widow of Robert Bracken, Married as her
second husband Abraham Hornback. Thomas Hornback son of
FElizabeth and Robert Bracken died unmaoarried about 1824,

Administrators bond was signed by Llizabeth HHornback, John
5. Alexander and John Hornback. Appraisers were Eljjah Scoll,
Micheal Killion and Francis Rayburn.

Ieirs in the estate: Elizabeth HHornbaek: Widow, Margaret
Canlerberry Hornback, John and Jesse Hornback, Martha
Bradley (Tute Hormback)}, Mary Hormback, Andrew Hornbacek,
Telitha Renfro (Tate Hornback), the heirs of Doritha Bracken,
deceased: Ilfvira Montgomery (late Bracken}, Sarah Powell
{late Sarah Bracken;: (Miver P. Bracken: and James Bracken.

Attending the sale on March 03, 1833 were: Micheal Killion,
Levi W, Benson, Asa Canterberry, Hemry Clark, James Hagan,
Mrs. Elizabeth Hornback, Walter Turner, Jacob Hornback.
John Bracken, Jesse Hornback, Andrew Hornback, Elijoh Scott,
Joseph Moore, John Renfro, Jomes Fulton, Jocob Williams,
Franceway Day, Jacob IGllion, Nicholas Tice, Joseph Powel,
Hiram Powel, Benjamin Pollard, John Armnstrong, James
Bracken, Miss Mary Hornback, William F. Berry. Alexander
Trent, and Edmond 1), Powel,



